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For in him dwelleth all the 

fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
(Colossians 2:9)
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About Some of the Pictures:

Main: On vacation in Georgia; Top right: Matthew 

graduates high school in May. Last piano lesson with Dr. 

Baskins, his music teacher of eight years.

Matthew and his date, Abby, for Junior Senior Banquet

Lower images: Various family pictures

GENERAL REFLECTIONS FROM 2021

This has been a year of change for us. Matthew 

completed high school at Bob Jones Academy 

and graduated in May. This past semester, he has 

been a freshman at Bob Jones University, 

studying cinema production.

We were able to have a few enjoyable days of 

vacation in Georgia in August before Matthew 

started college.

Jim’s mom, Jean Holmes, passed away in June. 

She was ninety-four years of age and living in 

England at the time.

Jim has kept busy with many publishing projects. 

Sue has had various health issues to navigate 

and so has worked mostly from home this year, 

helping Jim with editing projects and doing some 

work for Dr. Joseph Pipa at Greenville 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

We send you our love and best wishes for 2022.

FULLNESS

Many years ago, a godly man named Athanasius 

went head-to-head with a contemporary, Arius, an 

influential person in the church. It involved their 

different views on a Greek term, homoousios  or 

homoiousios —the matter was relative to whether 

Jesus, as the Son of God, was of the same or only 

a similar essence to the Father. Arius took the 

weaker position, that Jesus was similar in essence 

to the Father, but not that He was the same. The 

ensuing discussion and debate went on for a long 

time but, in the end, through the perseverance of 

Athanasius, truth prevailed. Christianity embraced 

the biblical position that Jesus is God. So, in 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 1:18, 19, we read 

that  Jesus “is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 

that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

For it pleased the Father that in him should all 

fulness dwell.” Later in the letter, 2:9, Paul states 

that “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily.”

   To be the perfect Savior of sinners, Jesus has to 

be fully God and fully human. The New Testament 

assures us that this is so! The hymn well says: 

“On Him Almighty vengeance fell | That must have 

sunk a world to hell | He bore it for a chosen race | 

And thus became their hiding place.”

   Are you trusting the God-man who came into this 

world to save sinners just like you? 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS FROM 2019

Pictures tell the story better than words...well, 

sometimes, that is. So, we thought that for 2018, 

we would let you have a glimpse into several 

aspects of the last twelve or so months.

   In January, I made a very brief visit to the UK to 

visit my mother to be with her at her 91st birthday. 

It was also opportune to visit with my siblings,  

Markie and Janet, as well as a close friend from 

South African days, Raymond Zulu. 

   It was a busy year for Matthew with school 

(transitioning from being a freshman to a 

sophomore at Bob Jones Academy) and doing 

various musical and speech events.

   Sue has continued to work at Greenville 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary as 

administrative assistant to Dr. Joseph Pipa.

   Our travels as a family have not been extensive 

but have taken in a little of Tennessee. I had a 

brief visit to California to meet with work-related 

(Shepherd Press) clients, including Joni and 

Friends. We were delighted to have cousins, 

James and Frith Robb, visit with us from Scotland 

in March.

IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN IT IS 

TO RECEIVE

Handel’s setting of Messiah is both profound and 

powerful, especially the chorus in Scene 3 that 

begins with the words from Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us 

a child is born... Unto us, a son is given....” As the 

choir piles on the words, adding layer upon layer 

in the development of the movement, our hearts 

are lifted higher and higher with a sense of the 

profound majesty of God’s grace—especially that 

the One to be born is to be called Wonderful! 

Counselor! The Mighty God! The Everlasting 

Father! And the Prince of Peace...

   Recently, I was again struck by the specific 

nature of Isaiah’s prophecy. The child is born, yet 

the Son is given—and the distinction is profound, 

in that the text subtly yet clearly articulates the 

reality of the eternal sonship of Jesus. He is very 

God of very God, begotten, not created (as the 

Christmas hymn O Come All Ye Faithful 

underscores), the Second Person of the ever-

blessed Trinity.

   The Bible’s best-known verse, John 3:16, is 

clear that God gave His only begotten Son. He 

gave Him as One who would live a life of total and 

sinless obedience to His perfect standards; and 

He gave Him as one who, in His death, would bear 

in His own body our sins as the perfect and all-

sufficient sacrifice. Thanks be to God for this 

unspeakably wonderful gift; have you received 

Him in repentance and faith?

UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A 

SON IS GIVEN

The apostle Paul was almost overcome with a 

sense of the profound greatness of God’s gift—the 

gift of a Person, the Savior. In fact, he had to 

cobble together a word in the Greek language (in 

which he wrote his letter, 2 Corinthians) to express 

the fullness and wonder of what that gift was really 

like. Indescribably amazing, ineffable, unable to be 

fully valued and appreciated—these are some of 

the meanings of this hard-to-translate adjective.

    Who is the gift? None other than God the Son, 

the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. One fully 

equal with the Father and the Spirit, co-existent, 

co-eternal, without beginning and without end. 

   Why the gift? To secure the redemption of 

sinners. That’s ordinary people like you and 

me—folks ruined by the fall, born in a state of 

enmity with the one true and living God, and 

needing to be reconciled in a way that only God 

Himself could determine.

   In our family we always enjoy giving and 

receiving gifts. But what a small thing this is in 

comparison with God’s gift to humanity in the 

Person of Jesus—and in the wondrous work He 

would do in reconciling us to God. As the saying 

goes, Bethlehem is really to establish the setting 

for Calvary. That’s where redemption was 

accomplished for all who would turn away from sin 

and trust in Jesus the Savior. Have you done that?
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